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been so many novelists and poets; this is because neither
will overcome the difficulties of their medium. Irrespon-
sible poets who simulate inspiration trample down the
flower of a language as brutally as politician and jour-
nalist blunt and enfeeble with their slovenliness the
common run of words. Many war poets don't try; they
are like boys playing about on a billiard table who wonder
what the cues and pockets are for. Nor is it easier for
novelists, who can no longer develop character, situation
or plot.

Flaubert, Henry James, Proust, Joyce and Virginia
Woolf have finished off the novel. Now all will have to
be re-invented as from the beginning.

Let us reflect whether there be any living writer whose
silence we would consider a literary disaster: one who,
with three centuries more of art and history to draw
from, can sustain a comparison with, for example, Pascal.

Pascal's Pens&es were written about 1660. Many of them
are modern not merely in thought, but in expression
and force; they would be of overwhelming importance
if they were now published for the first time. Such a
genius must invalidate the usual conception of human
progress. Particularly modern are his rapidity, detach-
ment and intellectual impatience.

Resemblance. Pascal: Leopardi: Baudelaire.

WISDOM OF PASCAL  1623-1662

'Tout le malheur des homines vient d'une seule chose,
qui est de ne savoir pas demeurer en repos, dans une
chambre.'

* Notre nature est dans le mouvement; le repos entier
est la mort.*